HURST HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL

School Newsletter

Honesty, Attitude, Respect, Resilience, Caring

What a fantastic festive week we’ve had! | am so proud of our KS2 children
who performed marvellously at St Mary’s church yesterday.

Christmas dinner day was also a great success- thank you to the catering
team for working very hard to provide a delicious lunch.

Rocksteady music have performed their Christmas concert to parents this
morning. It was wonderful to see the children perform in their rock bands. If
your child would like to join, lessons are on Friday mornings. Further details
can be found at https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/

The PTA have organised our Christmas market this evening. We cannot
express how grateful we are for their support to make these events happen.
In addition, the PTA have provided Christmas gifts for all of the children.
Thank you.

Next week, we are looking forward to KS1 and EYFS performing their nativity
“‘Whoops-a-Daisy angel”. | have had a sneak peek of the rehearsal and | am
confident that you will have a special time.

On Friday, years 5 and 6 will be hosting a mini market during school hours.
They have prepared stalls and games. All classes will get a chance to visit
and most activities will cost between 50p and £1. If your child would like to
take part in these activities, please send monies into school in a named
envelope Friday morning.

We sadly say goodbye to Mrs Khalil and Mrs Darrell, who are off to pastures
new in January. We wish them both the best for the future and thank them for
their contribution to Hurst Hill.

Have a wonderful weekend

Mrs Weaver
Assistant Head of School

DIARY DATES

Thursday 215 December- EYFS/KS1 Nativity 10am and 2pm

Friday 22" December- School closes at 3.30pm for Christmas

School reopens on Monday 8" January 2024.

Tuesday 8™" & Wednesday 9" January- Bikeability year 6
Thursday 11" & Friday 12" January- Bikeability year 5
Friday 12" January- 5 year old dental checks

Monday 15" January- Reception eye examinations

Tuesday 16" January- Year 1 INSPIRE



https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
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Attendance
Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.

The Department of Education has made it clear that schools must be stricter when dealing with
families whose children are persistently absent or late for school. A child’s absence from school can
only be authorised in exceptional circumstances, for example, if they are too poorly to attend or if they
have a medical appointment that cannot be made outside school hours. If your child is persistently
absent or regularly late for school, whatever the circumstances, a referral may be made to Dudley
Education Investigation Service, and this could result in a fine.

If you are having difficulty getting your child to school, or to school on time, please contact the school
office so we can offer some support. Please note that school will not authorise holidays during the
school term and that our policy is to refer such absences of 5 school days or more to Dudley
Education Investigation Service who may issue a fine. If your child is too ill to come to school then
you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1)
or using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Do not use our social media pages to report
absences. Please remember that school can administer medication in certain circumstances

Attendance
Matters

Every student Every day

Star Pupils of the week
have shown our school values of
honesty, positive attitude, resilience, respect and caring.

Reception- Matthew for positive attitude to learning
Year 1- Grayson for positive attitude to learning
Year 2— Liam for positive attitude to learning
Year 3- Reggie-Rae for positive attitude to learning
Year 4— George for resilience in Maths
Year 5— Sofia for positive attitude to learning

Year 6— Lucy for positive attitude in her work

A big well done to Lottie in year 3, who was a runner up for MP Pat MacFadden’s
Christmas card competition. Lottie went to meet Mr MacFadden today and her design will
be on the MP’s Christmas card!

We use house points to reward pupils for following
our school rules and values.

This week our house points totals are:
Ruby 217, Diamond 208, Emerald 154 & Sapphire 180

Well done Rubies!
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There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly Is it? And why is it so popular
amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale” game developed by Epic Games,
and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles, It gained popularity in late

2017 and has since bacome the biggest game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.
As with most games, Fortnite itself is a highly enjoyable and safe experience, but it pays to be vigilant,

as the safety is not water tight,

!@ What parents need fo know about

FORTNITE
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BUYING V-BUCKS
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TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS
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IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?
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FREETO PLAY...ORISIT?
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'CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE
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GAMING WITH STRANGERS ‘

Fortaite Eatthe Royele is an online game, and & such,
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snother pensen meght say of do in 4 game, 10 ith s good
I for frbends playing togethes, to be grouped togethe:
The anly real counermeasure 10 interacting with
strangers effered Lry Forteite & bo barm off ol mc
communiations, which can be dome in the game'y
settngs. Ushag oweide chat apgs, ke Skype or Discoed
whie playing i a great may te make sure you know who
you're talking to and that nabody else b livtening k=

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

Ir5 often sverdsoknd just how good
Qannring Can be for poung peop!
Fortn®e sncou Seam play, quick
and comples problee solving and
COMMIMICAtIon; that's ned to mestion
the Ightring fast refleses gamers can
develop. While taking bessk to do
other activithes Is of cowrse Important,
there are besefies 1 scroen time which
might not be immediately ebvious.

Mack Foster has worked in the gamiag industry for § years as a wriser, sditoe
and presantes He i the curent gaming edter of tws of the Biggest gaming
sews sites in the weekd, UMLAD Gaming and GAMINGbitde. Startieg gaming
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TOP TiPS [or Palen[s

LIMIT TIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE

A game of Fortsite can ot vp to
20 minutes, 10 be Aesdbile when
115 time 10 pat & away, The
spproach of ‘one more parm as
oppased 1010 mane sinsbes’
wil stop aoy complains that a
manch s still ongoing Better
Wil play with your child sand
taden it In tumi; that mey you re
helping comrol the time plyped
nd can keep an eye on what
they're expeniencing.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

There's no substinese for sittieg down
and playing the game youwrsel 1o keam
all about it. Fortnite is svadakle for free
on almast azyThing you can Iragine,
VO YOUr SIatphone, 50 There'’s never
Boen & betier lime 10 get imvolved and
woe what all the feas i about. You nevee
Rnow, you might even be able to impres
your hidires when you show them your
wnpesssve Victory Roywle tally!
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