8th October 2021
Lots of Great News!
We have achieved the Rights Respecting Bronze Award with UNICEF!
This shows the hard work that has gone in to supporting pupils and families with their
personal and health education. Well done to all pupils and staff :) We now move on to
the silver award, led by Mrs Potts. Please take part in our weekly discussions with your children
at home, on the 2nd page of this newsletter!
It was lovely to welcome our governors back into school last week. We have a new parent governor to Hurst Hill,
Mrs Downes. It was great to talk to them all about what we do at Hurst Hill and for them to see it in school for
themselves. We completed a learning walk around the building and each governor will now work on a specific focus
area in school, to support us with.
We have been working so hard at Hurst Hill and it is lovely to have this recognised this week in a phonics audit, a behaviour audit and
a MAT book trawl. The phonics audit shows the good work that we do teaching pupils to read. We have introduced a new scheme called
Little Wandle and are spending £14,000 on new books for your child to take home, that match their phonic sounds in class! Our behaviour
audit was with the Department for Education’s Behaviour Hub team and they agreed with us, that behaviour at Hurst Hill is good. It
shows the hard work, quality teaching and high staff expectations that we have at Hurst Hill. The book trawl was also good, showing the
range of subjects we teach and prioritise.
Pupils have also completed their pupil questionnaires, telling us what they think about being a pupil at Hurst Hill. 86% of pupils tell us that
they learn lots, adults help explain to them what they need to do to improve and there are adults to talk to if you need help / support. 90% of
pupils said that school helps them to do their best, teaches tell them how they are getting on, school supports them to be ready for the next
year group and they feel teaching in school is good! 82% feel that bullying is dealt with properly, they feel safe at school and we encourage
pupils to stay fit and healthy. 94% said that they have a friend to talk to if they need to and they are taught to respect differences between
them and others. What great responses! Any other responses are being investigated by our school council so we can continue to ensure
Hurst Hill is a wonderful place to learn and to be happy.
We have a super selection of after school clubs on offer for the whole school this term. We have had
an excellent take up on this offer. These will change termly and will offer a lovely balance each term
and over the year. This picture shows biscuits made in cooking club.
One of our pupils, Isaac in Y4, has set up his own business making keyrings! The company is
called Super Pixel and we are so amazed with his enterprise skills. Supported by his mum and
dad, they have a facebook page called Super Pixel Bro’s and on Instagram
SuperPixelBros Official Check out their products! We are impressed with your skills of
making, ordering, selling and advertising :) Well done Isaac!
Don’t forget to send back your annual consent forms and your image consents for your children
to be in school and to have photos taken. We have sent paper copies to parents
who haven’t responded—please return them.
Have a super weekend!
Mrs Keen

Attendance
This week’s attendance is 95%. Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is MrsWeaver’s class with 100%
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case, but do have to
isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.

Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within
school then please contact the class teacher in the first instance who will refer to the Schools
Designated Safeguarding Leads within school. If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the
children's services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out of office hours
contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading on
MyOn.
Below is the word count for each class
Year 2– 15,376
Year 3– 22,882
Year 4– 48,872
Year 4/5– 128,668
Year 5– 189,134
Year 6– 289,745

DIARY DATES
Monday 11th October—Y4 Junior PCSOs start work, 10-11am
Friday 15th October—10am—MP opening our outdoor gym equipment
Monday 18th October– school photographs (pupils in school only) and Young
at Heart Charity collection all week at front of school
Wednesday 20th October—Thank the Cleaners Day
Friday 22nd October– flu immunisations (reception to year 6) and break up
for half term
INSET Dates: Tuesday 4th Jan, Monday 28th February and Friday 27th

This week’s century stars are:

May

Leighton * Daisie * Tyler S
Taylor * Liam
Well done!

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the week show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
Nursery– Joseph for having a positive attitude towards this
week’s story

CARING
This week we are looking at Article 24 and its links to
mental health ahead of World Mental Health Day on
10 October.
Children have the right to the best possible health Article 24 - and that includes mental health! We know
that for many of you looking at wellbeing and mental
health is front of mind as we all recover from the impacts of the pandemic.

Watch this video then make
a poster by yourself or with
others to give people ideas
of who they could talk to if
they are feeling worried.
Think about or talk with a friend or family member
about something new you have recently learnt or
something you are getting better at…
What does it feel like when learning is easy and
what’s it like when it feels hard?

Reception– Renezmai for resilience in writing
Year 1– Toby for resilience in learning
Year 2— Myles for caring for everyone
Year 3—Imogen for resilience in class
Year 4— Ezmai-Rose for caring for others in class
Year 4/5– Tyler for a positive attitude everyday
Year 5—Crystal for caring
Year 6— Skye for being resilient

RESILIENCE
The current top scorers on TTRS are:
1st, Aminta, 2nd Abdullah, 3rd Sasha—well done!

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 137
Diamond – 143
Emerald – 134
Sapphire—174
Well done to this week’s winners–
Sapphires!
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This week’s healthy
eating recipe is
Cheese & Tomato fish
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.








1/2 tsp vegetable oil
4 fillets frozen or fresh haddock fillets
4tsbp tomato puree
4 tomatoes, thinly slices
1 pinch ground black pepper
40g reduced-fat mature cheddar cheese, grated

1
Preheat the grill to medium-high. Grease a baking sheet with the vegetable oil
2
Arrange the fish fillets on the baking sheet and spread 1 tablespoon of the tomato puree over
each one. Top with the tomatoes, season with a little pepper and scatter the grated cheese
on.
3
Grill for 6 to 8 minutes, until the fish is cooked. The flesh should flake easily when tested with
a fork. Serve with fresh green vegetables, and cooked rice or boiled potatoes.
Cod, Pollock, coley, sea bass fillets all work well for this recipe too.
More recipes at https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes
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