15th October 2021
Happy Half-term!
We have been so busy this half term and have achieved lots this week!
School photographs happened on Monday which was lovely for all pupils
and siblings to have photos together :) Thank you for your support with the penny challenge
for Young at Heart, in conjunction with Birmingham Children's Hospital. We will let you know
how much we have raised to support Connor in Y2 with his fundraising mission. We have continued our
hard work as we move over to use a new Phonics scheme, and we work with our local English Hub to help
us with this. It is going really well! We celebrated Thank the Cleaners Day on Wednesday and showed appreciation
to our excellent cleaning team who work so hard to keep us all safe. I’ve met with the school council and set them
off with a challenge to find out about our after school club provision and what is working and what clubs they would like
after Christmas. We had an Early Years audit yesterday in Nursery which showed our provision to be good. Well done
to the whole of the Nursery team! We have also had flu sprays today!
We have welcomed Mrs Kaur to school this week. She is our new catch-up tutor for phonics and she will be in
school everyday working mostly with pupils from Y1/2 to help them catch up with their phonics work due to Covid. We have a
lunchtime supervisor post that is being advertised on WM jobs. If you are interested, or know anyone who would like
to work as part of our lunchtime team, then please get in touch with the school office! It is 6.25hrs per week.
Parents with pupils in Y6 have until 31st October to complete your Secondary school place application forms. Please go to
https://www3.dudley.gov.uk/Synergy/Parents/default.aspx in order to apply.
Family Learning are encouraging parents to spend time with their children, explore the great outdoors and embrace
community cohesion and sustainability through a series of six challenges in the autumn months. The short course entitled
Active Autumn is available to anyone who has access to the Internet and parents can find out more and register an interest
by telephoning the main ACL telephone number 01384 818143. There is also the option to upload comments and photographs of their achievements. As with all Family Learning courses, there is no charge to participate.
Holly in Y6 achieved 1st place in her ballroom qualifier for Blackpool 2022 in her Tango, 3rd place in the couples Mayfair Quickstep in the
juvenile section and achieved 3rd place in the juvenile all girls couple Jive. Well done Holly!
Christmas cards on their way to the printers. During half term you will receive a link to
a portal where you can order and pay.
We have had such a busy but successful half term. We have achieved so much
and continue to show what a good school we are! Thanks to all parents for
your support. We look forward to seeing you all again on Monday 1st
November. There is no INSET day so please make sure your
child attends on Monday 1st November.
Have lovely half term.
From
Mrs Keen

Attendance
This week’s attendance is 91%. Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%
The winning class is Mrs Walker/Mrs Jones’ class
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case, but do have to
isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.

Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within
school then please contact the class teacher in the first instance who will refer to the Schools
Designated Safeguarding Leads within school. If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the
children's services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out of office hours
contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading on
MyOn.
Below is the word count for each class
Year 2– 14,633
Year 3–26,445
Year 4– 109,141
Year 4/5– 44,157
Year 5– 89,631
Year 6– 265,025

DIARY DATES

Friday 22nd October– Flu immunisations (reception to year 6) and break up for half
term
Wednesday 3rd November —Parents’ Evening booking opens on Parent Mail
Monday 15th-Thursday 18th November—Parents’ Evening for the whole school via
Google TEAMS or phonecall. Individual class dates to follow in a separate letter.
Friday 3rd December—Reception eye tests
INSET Dates: Tuesday 4th Jan, Monday 28th February and Friday 27th May

Some of our children got certificates for the most progress in their class for reading.

This week’s century stars are:
Olivia * Sion *Elliott * Holly W * Harry

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the half term show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
They will get a special lunch as a treat from Mrs Keen after
half term
Nursery– Noor

CARING
People across Dudley borough are being encouraged
to move more, as part of Dudley Council’s Let’s Get
Moving health campaign.
What is the Sit-to-Stand Challenge?
We've calculated how many sit-to-stand movements it
would take to climb three of the borough's hills from
the comfort of your very own home! All you need to do
is select one of the following hills and over your
chosen period of time, complete the required number
of sit-to-stands to make it to the top!

Choose your challenge from the three
options
below and click the name of the hill to access a PDF
tracker to mark your
progress!


Wychbury Hill (310 sit-to-stands)



Beacon Hill (220 sit-to-stands)



Castle Hill (280 sit-to-stands)

Dudley Public Health's Let’s Get Moving campaign
recommends that everyone tries to move and
stretch for at least 30 minutes a day. Let us know
how you get on!
Being physically active can:
- Improve your balance
- Reduce your chance of getting diseases
- Strengthen your bones and muscles

Reception– Leighton
Year 1– Alfie
Year 2— Ezekiel
Year 3—Isla
Year 4— Teagan
Year 4/5– Macey
Year 5—Olivia
Year 6— Rosie

RESILIENCE
The current top scorers on TTRS are:
Abdullah, Aminta and Sasha

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 127
Diamond –145
Emerald – 135
Sapphire—146
Well done to this week’s winners– Sapphires by just 1
point!
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This week’s healthy
eating recipe is
Cheats’ pizza calzone
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.
4 soft flour tortillas (wholewheat, if possible)
4 tomatoes, chopped
80g hard cheese, grated (reduced-fat, if possible)
Swappable or optional
1 red pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced
1 yellow pepper, deseeded and thinly sliced
150g closed-cup mushrooms, sliced
4 handfuls mixed salad leaves
1 carrot, grated
2 celery sticks, chopped
3 tsp dried Italian mixed herbs (optional)
1 pinch ground black pepper (optional)
Swap tip
This is a great recipe for swapping ingredients. You can replace the toppings with any fresh, frozen or
tinned veg. Try adding chopped tinned pineapple for a Hawaiian twist.
1
Preheat the grill. Arrange the peppers and mushrooms on a baking sheet and grill them for 4 to 5
minutes, turning once. Add the tomatoes and herbs, then season with black pepper. Keep warm.
Add some torn-up basil leaves to the tomato mixture for extra flavour.
2
Put a tortilla into a dry frying pan and sprinkle a quarter of the cheese over the top. Cook over a medium
heat for about 30 to 40 seconds until melted.
You could use white flour tortillas, though they won't provide as much fibre as wholewheat ones.
3
Add a quarter of the vegetable mixture to one side of the tortilla, then fold it in half, over the filling.
Cook for a few moments, then slide it onto a warm serving plate. Keep warm.
4
Repeat with the remaining tortillas. Serve with the salad leaves, grated carrot and celery.
For a snack, just make 2 and cut them in half to serve 4 people.
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