12th November 2021
Thank you to all families who have walked to school this week
and tried to walk when you may not usually. We take part in the walk to school
initiative in Dudley and always do really well each year. Has your child come home with a
badge this week?
Our junior leadership team includes School Councillors, Well Being Ambassadors, Playground Buddies,
Head Pupils, House Captains, Healthy Eating Ambassadors, Digital Leaders and Breakfast monitors. These
are pupils chosen to be in positions of trust because they uphold our school values and rules. They all play an
important part in keeping our school running smoothly.
School Council are meeting every 2 weeks to discuss life at Hurst Hill and how they can make it better. So far they have
discussed our after school club provision and our now looking at our behaviour policy. Each councillor talks to their class to gather
ideas and then feeds this back at the next meeting. It is a great way to share pupil ideas and to make a difference to their school.
Using the Dudley local authority guidance, we have made some decisions about Christmas activities this year. Please see the date
section on the next page for key Christmas dates. We will be having class parties, Xmas jumper day, Xmas dinner day and a hamper
raffle. If you have any items that you can donate to the hamper, please bring them into the main entrance. There will be no Christmas
cards allowed in school again this year.
I have sent a parent questionnaire out for completion by 21st November please. This is so we can gather parent responses about Hurst
Hill and make our good school even better! We look forward to hearing from you.
Don’t forget that next week, it is parents’ evening week. You should have already booked your appointment and should be receiving a
letter today about how to access the meeting on Google Classroom. Also, on Friday 19th November, it is Children in Need day. If you
pay £1 for your child they can attend school in non-uniform. They can wear Pudsey clothes if they wish but this is not essential.
You can use the following link where the money will get sent straight to Children in Need
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=5278 .
Payments are not available in cash or via ParentMail

Have a lovely weekend
Mrs Keen

Attendance
This week’s attendance is 94.5%. Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is Mrs Weaver’s class with 100%
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case, but do have to
isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.

Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within
school then please contact the class teacher in the first instance who will refer to the Schools
Designated Safeguarding Leads within school. If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the
children's services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out of office hours
contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading on
MyOn.
Below is the word count for each class
Year 2– 14,639
Year 3– 59,098
Year 4– 64,903
Year 4/5– 85,725
Year 5– 139,015
Year 6– 137,577

This week’s Century stars are:
Isabelle, Caitlyn, Evie D, Sasha
Sky and Evie B
Well done!

DIARY DATES
For the whole of November—The Century Cup competition
Monday 15th-Thursday 18th November—Parents’ Evening for the whole
school via Google TEAMS or phone call.
Friday 19th November—Children in Need Non-Uniform Day
Monday 29th November—Reception TimeZone visit
Friday 3rd December—Reception eye tests
Tuesday 14th December– Christmas dinner and hamper draw
Friday 17th December—End of term. Class parties and Xmas jumper day.
INSET Dates: Tuesday 4th January, Monday 28th February and Friday

27th May

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the week show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
Nursery– Ida for caring for others

CARING

Our Rights Respecting School work continues and
this week we are focusing on Article 38—
Remembrance Day. We have sold poppies and
remembrance day items for The British Legion this
week, to support the Armed Forces.
As a family discuss and watch (control and left click
on the link):

Learn about the history of
Remembrance Day/WW1 and
what it is all about in this film

The Poppy Story animation
Why is it important to remember and
commemorate those who have fought in wars?
Remembrance Day was originally called
Armistice Day – what does Armistice mean
and find out why it was changed? Click here
to find out! here t pupils

perspectives.

Reception– Lilly for caring for others whilst in class
Year 1– Miles for a positive attitude towards learning
Year 2— Olivia for a positive attitude to learning
Year 3—Archie for resilience in phonics
Year 4— Jimmy for caring and being helpful
Year 4/5– Harmoni for caring for her classmates
Year 5— Alfie for a positive attitude in class
Year 6– James for resilience in lessons

RESILIENCE
We are running weekly class battles on Times Tables Rock
Stars. The winning classes this week are:

4/5JW, 5MJ and 3SW
HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and
values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 283
Diamond –240
Emerald – 235
Sapphire— 236
Well done to this week’s winners– Rubies!
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This week’s healthy
eating recipe is

Piri-piri pomegranate popcorn
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.

2 tsp vegetable oil
160g popping corn
1 tsp piri-piri seasoning
100g ready-prepared fresh pomegranate seeds
Freshly ground black pepper

1
Heat the vegetable oil in a large heavy-based saucepan with
a tight-fitting lid. Add the popping corn, put the lid on, and
shake the pan to coat the kernels in the oil.
2
Put the pan over a medium-high heat. The kernels will begin
to pop – when they do, carefully shake the pan occasionally.
3
When the popping subsides, remove from the heat. Cool for
10 minutes, then add the pir-piri seasoning and pomegranate seeds and a little black pepper, stirring them through.
Share between 4 small bowls and serve.
Try your own seasonings, such as lightly toasted cumin and
sesame seeds. For a fruitier version, leave out the piri-piri
and add chopped apple, blueberries, seedless grapes and a
pinch of ground cinnamon.
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