26th November 2021
With rising Covid cases in the area, all schools in Dudley
have been advised to update their whole school risk assessment which
I have done. This can be found on our school website in the Key Information tab,
Covid documents and scroll down to the bottom where it says Covid Risk
Assessment 26th November.
The main changes are that it is recommended for all staff and visitors in school to
wear face masks in communal areas and public health no longer expect close contacts of
positive cases to get PCR tests. The only PCR tests will be for individuals with symptoms. It is still advised
for all families to be doing LFT tests twice per week at home. We have sent you a letter about how
to get these tests to do at home—you can collect them from your local chemist. Please contact the school office
if you would like more information. We continue to follow all public health guidance
Thank you to all parents who completed our parent questionnaires. What amazing results! We are so pleased with the
responses which include:

96% of parents say their child is happy in school and our school makes sure pupils are well
behaved.

98% state that their child feels safe in school

94% say that if their child has been bullied, school has dealt with it quickly and effectively

97% say that when they have raised concerns with school, they have been dealt with properly

95% say my child does well at this school

93% say that they would recommend this school to other parents and feel we teach a good range of subjects
School council are helping us work on other areas for continued improvement, such as our after school clubs
(for extra hobbies not for childcare).
This shows the hard work of all of the staff over my four years as head teacher, and I am proud that we
continue to make sure our community is happy.
From 1st December you will be able to purchase Christmas raffle tickets on Parentmail
(up to 10 per child). Tickets are £1 each and the lucky winner will win a special Christmas
goodie hamper.
Have a super weekend and I look forward to seeing you
all on Monday
Mrs Keen

Attendance
This week’s attendance is 94.5%. Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is Mrs Jones/Mrs Walker’s class
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case, but do have to
isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.
Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within school then please contact the class teacher in
the first instance who will refer to the Schools
Designated Safeguarding Leads within school. If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the
children's services referral and advice service on
0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out of office hours contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
Alternatively you can call ChildLine on 0800 1111 or email them by visiting www.childline.org.uk
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading
on MyOn.
Below is the word count for each class
Year 2– 17,863
Year 3–45,696
Year 4– ,94,576
Year 4/5– 180,000
Year 5– 38,617
Year 6– 220,371

This week’s Century stars are:
William, Vivaan, Tilly, Sky and
Evie
Well done!

DIARY DATES
Monday 29th November—Reception TimeZone visit & Junior
PCSO’s parking patrol, 8.30am
Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd December– Reception class
parents’ evening
Friday 3rd December—Reception eye tests
Monday 6th December—Year 6 heights and weights
Tuesday 14th December– Christmas dinner and hamper draw
Friday 17th December—End of term. Class parties and Xmas
jumper day.
INSET Dates: Tuesday 4th January, Monday 28th February and
Friday 27th May

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the week show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.

Fire Safety

CARING

West Midlands Fire Service is committed to
making its communities safer, healthier and
stronger. In recent months we have seen an
increase in house fires starting in the kitchen
and part of our strategy to tackle this is to
deliver safe and well visits to everyone, but
mainly targeting our more vulnerable
members of the community.
We aim to improve safety in the home, offer
road safety advice and signpost where
appropriate. Fire fighters will fit smoke alarms
and specialist equipment where needed free
of charge and will leave you with a booklet
with handy tips for making your home as safe
as possible.
Please see the link below to book a safe and
well check with your local fire crew and help
make the West Midlands a safer, healthier
and stronger place to live.
For more information, please visit: https://
www.wmfs.net/our-services/safe-and-well/?
partner_id=4484#howtobook

Nursery– Max for being so independent and having such a
positive attitude
Reception– Tillie-Rose for resilience with learning
Year 1– Annalise for a positive attitude to writing
Year 2— Scarlett for a positive attitude to maths
Year 3—Layla for respect towards others
Year 4— Daisie for a positive attitude to learning
Year 4/5– Imogen for a positive attitude in school
Year 5— Alfie for a positive attitude in school
Year 6– Abigail for a positive attitude to school work

RESILIENCE
We are running weekly class battles on Times Tables Rock
Stars. The winning classes this week are:

3SW, 4/5JW and 5MJ

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and
values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 147
Diamond-141
Emerald – 208
Sapphire— 209
Well done to this week’s winners– Sapphires by just 1
point!
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This week’s healthy
eating recipe is
Veg Chilli
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.
2 tsp vegetable oil
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1 red chilli, deseeded and finely chopped
300g vegetarian mince
1 tin red kidney beans, in water (420g)
1 tin chopped tomatoes (400g)
200g rice (easy-cook long grain brown rice, if possible)
Swappable or optional
1 medium onion, chopped
1 carrot, finely chopped
2 peppers, any colour, deseeded and chopped
2 tsp tomato purée (optional)
100ml reduced-salt vegetable or chicken stock (optional)
1 pinch ground black pepper (optional)
Swap tip
If you don't have all the ingredients, you can still just use the basics for a great family meal.

1
Heat the vegetable oil oil in a large saucepan and add the onion. Fry gently for 2 to 3
minutes, then add the carrot, garlic, red chilli and peppers and fry for 2 to 3 more minutes,
stirring often.
2
Add the frozen mince, beans, tomatoes, tomato purée and stock. Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat and simmer, partially covered, for 25 to 30 minutes. At the same time, put the
rice on to cook in plenty of gently boiling water – it will take 25 to 30 minutes.
3

Season the chilli with pepper, then serve in warm bowls with the cooked, drained rice.
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