4th February 2022
We made it to February! What a great start to the year it has been.
We are using Skills Builder, an online programme to support us developing our
pupils’ life skills. We are teaching one lesson per week focusing on areas such as listening,
speaking and team work. We will be awarding a certificate to one child per class in assembly to raise
the profile of wider skills through our curriculum.
We have updated our remote learning documents (which we have sent to families) and also the uniform and
behaviour policy. There have been no major changes, but this information will be communicated to
you via parentmail next week.
We have spaces in our weekly peripatetic music lessons for piano and guitar. They cost £6.50 per week on a Thursday.
Please see Miss Blaze in the school office if your child is interested. We are able to provide an instrument for them to practice
with (keyboard / guitar)
Our Valentine’s Raffle has opened! Please purchase tickets for £1 through parentmail. There are lovely prizes / hampers
to be won. Winners will be announced on 18th February!
We have been successful in achieving the bronze Global Schools Award. This is for the real
world work that we do in our curriculum. As part of the Global School Alliance, there are new
partnerships and learning opportunities that we can foster.
Please do remember our school value of Caring. If you are unhappy with something that has happened at school,
please talk to a member of staff in a calm, considered and reasonable manner. We will not accept abuse of any kind.
We accept that there will be discussions and questions that parents will have about school and the school day
and we are here to help. Please speak to the class teacher and / or phase leader to start with as most
issues can be resolved this way. Please raise concerns with us in an appropriate manner or the
school vexatious parent policy (part of the complaints policy) will be followed. This can be found on the
school website in the policies section.
Have a lovely weekend
Mrs Keen
Head Teacher

Attendance
Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is Mrs Weaver’s class
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case but are advised to
take daily LFT’s. They do have to isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.
Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within school then please contact the class teacher in
the first instance who will refer to the School’s Designated Safeguarding Leads within school.
If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the children’s services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out
of office hours contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
Alternatively you can call ChildLine on 0800 1111 or email them by visiting www.childline.org.uk
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading
on MyOn.
Below is the pupil for each class who read the
most words
Year 2– Robbie
Year 3– Olivia
Year 4– Avie-Rae
Year 4/5– Connah
Year 5– Charlotte
Year 6– Thomas

This week’s Century stars are:
Olivia, Elliott, Brody and Holly H

DIARY DATES
INSET Dates: Monday 28th February and Friday 27th May
Wednesday 9th February—Y5 trip to Cosford
Friday 11th February—Music Well-Being event in school—all year
groups 2pm
Monday 14th February– Reception & Afternoon Nursery Animal Man
& KS2 Cinema night 3.15-5pm.
Tuesday 15th February– EYFS Author visit
Thursday 17th February—Y5/6 Cross Country Event (Dudley LA)
Friday 18th February—Time Zone visit with Y3, Valentine’s raffle
draw and break up for half term
Tuesday 1st March —Return to school and clubs start again
Thursday 3rd March—2-3pm—Parent drop in session with the school
nurse
Friday 4th March—Dr Bike returns to Hurst Hill for bike repairs for
free!
Friday 18th March—Red Nose Day and Non-uniform for £1

CARING
We will be celebrating Safer Internet
Day on 8th February with extra
online safety activities for pupils in
school. This week’s Rights Respecting activities will
be linked to the right to relax and play (Article 31),
protection from harm (Article 19) and to the
importance of respect and dignity.

Click here to watch a video about this
on YouTube
Draw a picture of your favourite online game or
character. What tips could you give other children to
help them stay safe online? You could add these to
the pictures as speech
bubbles.
Read ‘Digiduck’s Big Decision’
- there is an online version
here. Discuss the lessons from
the story about friendship and
respect online. (You can also
explore other resources from
this series.)

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the week show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
Nursery– Leo for respect when listening and Luca for a
positive attitude
Reception– George for a positive attitude to school life
Year 1– Kian for resilience in geography
Year 2—Layla-Rose for a positive attitude to reading
& writing
Year 3— Leighton for resilience in reading
Year 4— Daisie for a positive attitude in English
Year 4/5– Louise for resilience in Maths
Year 5— Emmie for resilience in Maths
Year 6– Maisie for respect and hard work.

RESILIENCE
We are running weekly class battles on Times Tables Rock
Stars. The winning classes this week are:

2RW, 4/5JW & 6JA

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and
values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 256, Diamond– 181, Emerald – 208
Sapphire– 234
Well done to this week’s winners– Rubies
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Our skill builders awards this week are for listening and are
awarded to

Max D and Ava S
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This week’s recipe is:
Falafals
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.
An easy-to-make baked version of this popular Middle Eastern dish. It's packed full of flavour
and delicious crunchy veggies – yum!
Prep: 15 mins
Cook: 25 mins
Serves 4
Ingredients

Falafel

400g tinned chickpeas in water, rinsed and drained
1 small onion, peeled
1 clove garlic, peeled
wholemeal breadcrumbs (from 1 slice of bread)
1 teaspoons ground cumin
1 teaspoons ground coriander
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
1 tablespoon olive oil

To serve

4 large wholemeal pitta breads
a few lettuce leaves
2 medium tomatoes, sliced
a quarter of a cucumber, sliced
4 tablespoons zero-fat Greek-style yoghurt
Method
Put the onion and garlic in a food processor and chop finely.
 Information:
 If you don't have a food processor, you can still make this recipe. Use a hand blender, or mash
the chickpeas with a fork or potato masher.
Add the chickpeas, breadcrumbs, cumin, coriander, parsley and olive oil, and mix for a bit
longer.
Information:
 Make leftover bread into breadcrumbs and store in the freezer.
Shape into 16 balls and place on a greased or lined baking tray. Chill for 30 minutes.
Place tray into a preheated 200C oven (180C fan, gas mark 6) and bake for about 25 minutes,
turning the falafel to prevent sticking.
To assemble, fill each pitta with lettuce, sliced tomatoes and cucumber, falafel and some
yoghurt.
Warming the pittas in a toaster or under the grill makes them easier to split and fill. The
falafel can also be served warm with couscous and vegetables.
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