4th March, 2022
Our school is 35 years old! It was opened on 2nd March 1987!
What a lovely milestone and something to celebrate with the journey the
school has been on over those years.
Our INSET day this week helped us look in even more detail at our behaviour policy and SEND
provision in school. Staff training included de-escalation techniques and self-regulation strategies for
pupils which we will be trialling. Our after school clubs have started again this week with football, music lessons,
cooking, reading and crafts and gardening to name but a few! Stars of the half-term have had their party treat
with me this week—we had a great time! We have also celebrated the 25th year of World Book Day.
We all had so much fun! Please see the photos on the newsletter p3 :)
We have welcomed Dr Bike to school this morning to fix any pupils’ bikes for free. This will help the Reception, Y3 and
Y5 Bikeability sessions that are coming up soon, as pupils will then have a bike to use safely.
We say goodbye to Mrs Thompson who leaves Hurst Hill today. We
thank her for her years of hard work at Hurst Hill. Her post is
advertised on WM Jobs, along with lunchtime supervisor posts. Please
look out for them and talk to the school office if you would like more
details. https://www.wmjobs.co.uk/job/117747/1-1-level-2-teachingassistant-and-lunchtime-supervisors-required-hurst-hill-primary-school/

There are new Covid requirements that we are all to follow now. We have updated the whole school risk assessment
and notified parents. If you or your child has Covid symptoms, you still can’t come to school.
Before Christmas we bought food vouchers for families who were struggling. We still have some vouchers left.
They are food vouchers for any supermarket, up to £50, so please contact the school office if you would benefit.
There are no forms to fill in. Please don’t apply if your child is entitled to FSM or if you have already received
food vouchers. They will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
Next week Y5 are completing a sponsored walk for Amnesty International. If you would like to sponsor
their efforts then please go to the Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hurst-hill3
Have a great weekend! Don’t forget it is parents’ evening next Tuesday and Wednesday
Mrs R Keen
Head Teacher

Attendance
Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is Miss McBride’s class
Please let us know straightaway if your child has coronavirus symptoms. You should not send them to school and should book a PCR test for them.
A lateral flow test must not be used for children with symptoms. Children no longer have to isolate if in contact with a positive case but are advised to
take daily LFT’s. They do have to isolate if they have a positive test result. If you are unsure, please contact the school office.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.
Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within school then please contact the class teacher in
the first instance who will refer to the School’s Designated Safeguarding Leads within school.
If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the children’s services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out
of office hours contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
Alternatively you can call ChildLine on 0800 1111 or email them by visiting www.childline.org.uk
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading
on MyOn.
Below word count for each class
Year 2– 10,190
Year 3–23,474
Year 4– 27,783
Year 4/5–36,805
Year 5– 55,462
Year 6– 177,815

DIARY DATES
INSET Dates: Monday 28th February and Friday 27th May
Tuesday and Wednesday 8th and 9th March—Parents’ Evening
14th –17th March– Book fair—more info to follow
Friday 18th March—Red Nose Day and Non-uniform for £1
Friday 25th March and 1st April—Bikeability with Reception pupils
Monday 28th and 30th March—Y5 Bikeability

This week’s Century stars are:
Olivia E, Caitlyn, Aminta, Brody and
Holly H
Well done!

Tuesday 29th and 31st March—Y3 and Y5 Bikeability

RESPECT

CARING
We have all heard on the news about the shocking events in
Ukraine. This week’s articles are 38 and 39 of the Rights Respecting Articles, to support us all with this news.
Article 38 (war and armed conflicts): Governments must not
allow children under the age of 15 to take part in war or join the
armed forces. Governments must do everything they can to protect and care for children affected by war and armed conflicts.
Article 39 (recovery from trauma and reintegration): Children
who have experienced neglect, abuse, exploitation, torture or
who are victims of war must receive special support to help them
recover their health, dignity, self-respect and social life.
Watch this video of the book The Journey by Francesca Sanna about a family
fleeing war. What difficult things does
the family experience? When they finally
arrive in a safe place, what will they need
to ‘begin their story again’?

If there was peace all over the world, all children would be safe
from war. That’s one of the goals of the United Nations. See if you
can design a poster to promote peace. You could include why
war is so dangerous for children and emphasise that children
have the right to be protected from war.

Star Pupils of the half term show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
Nursery– Leo for having a positive attitude to story telling
Reception– Seren for a positive attitude to learning
Year 1– Archie for a positive attitude to visitors in school
Year 2—Jaxon for a positive attitude towards school work
Year 3— Gracie-Mae for caring for others
Year 4— Arjun for resilience with swimming
Year 4/5– Evie for having a positive attitude when speaking
to visitors
Year 5— Taylor for respect to his peers
Year 6– Lucy for a positive attitude with her school work

RESILIENCE
We are running weekly class battles on Times Tables Rock
Stars. The winning classes this week are:
2RW, 4RM. 5MJ

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and
values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby–108, Diamond– 89, Emerald – 113
Sapphire– 154
Well done to this week’s winners– Sapphires!
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Our skill builders award winners this week are

Jacob, Leighton, Maisy, Isla, Jimmy, Esmiee, LilyMai
&Luke C
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World Book Day
03/04/2022
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This week’s recipe is:
Sweet potato chips &
salsa
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.
Ingredients


4 medium-sized sweet potatoes (about 1kg total), scrubbed



2 teaspoons vegetable oil



2 tomatoes, finely chopped



1 small red onion, or 4 spring onions, finely chopped



a quarter of a cucumber, finely chopped



4 tablespoons tomato purée



1 pinch ground black pepper

Method




Preheat the oven to 200C (180C fan oven, gas mark 6).
Slice each sweet potato lengthways into 6 wedges and put them in a roasting tin. Add the
vegetable oil, season with black pepper and toss to coat. Roast in the oven for 35 to 40
minutes, or until tender, turning them over after 20 minutes.

Spice up the sweet potatoes by sprinkling them with 1 teaspoon of cumin seeds, paprika, or
any other spice you fancy!

While the veg is roasting, make the salsa by mixing the tomatoes, onion, cucumber and
tomato purée.
5. Serve the sweet potato wedges with the salsa on the side

Swap tip
You could also use regular potatoes – but they may need a bit longer in the oven – or try pumpkin or
butternut squash instead of the sweet potato
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