29th April, 2022
What a great week back at school! I hope you all had a
lovely Easter holiday. As we start a new term, we will be emailing all
parents next week with all our new topics and units of work. This information
is also on our school website.
We are continuing our preparations this term for statutory government testing. Y6 SATS happen
9th until 12th May, Y4 times tables tests happen between 6th-24th June, Y2 teacher assessment
happens throughout May and Y1 phonics checks happen between 6th-10th June. Pupils in KS1 won’t
realise there are any assessments happening as it is not as formal and in KS2, we have talked to the pupils
about doing their best and showing off what they have learnt, and we reassure pupils.
We welcome Mrs Jones back to Hurst Hill to work with our Y4 pupils this term. She is helping them catch-up with
work missed during the three lockdowns. We also welcome 2 new lunchtime supervisors who start with us this term,
Mrs Cooper who will work with KS1 and KS2 and Mrs Bennett who will work with Nursery pupils.
Farrell scored 4 try’s in Rugby last weekend when he was playing for Wolverhampton Rugby Club. We
love hearing about what our pupils do outside school, so please email us if you have something to share.
We have exciting plans over the summer for the Queen’s Jubilee, D-Day and we are having a visit from
an Olympian, the details of which will follow soon.
Dudley local authority’s holiday fund opens again for families to apply. It is for families who have
children who are entitled to free school meals, and it means your child is able to access holiday
activities. Miss Blaze has sent a letter about this to eligible parents so you can find out more and apply. Parents who
are already signed up, your entitlement still continues so no need to reapply.
We wish you a lovely bank holiday weekend, so remember we return to school on Tuesday 3rd May.
We ARE NOT a voting centre this year so we are open all week.
Very best wishes
Mrs R Keen

Attendance
Attendance at school is mandatory. Whole school attendance should be at least 96%.
The winning class is Mrs Jones/Mrs Walker’s class. The 100% attendance winner was Chay in year 2
Guidance has changed regarding COVID as free testing has now ended in England. The current advice is children who are unwell and have a high
temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other people, until they no longer have a high temperature and are well enough to attend.
If your child is too ill to come to school then you should contact the school office before 9.30am, either by telephoning 01384 818845 (option 1) or
using the absence reporting feature on ParentMail. Please do not use our social media pages to report absences.
Safeguarding
We all have a responsibility for the welfare of our children. If something concerns you about the welfare of a child within school then please contact the class teacher in
the first instance who will refer to the School’s Designated Safeguarding Leads within school.
If you have concerns which are not school based you can: Call the children’s services referral and advice service on 0300 555 0050 during office hours (9am - 5pm). Out
of office hours contact the Emergency Duty Team on 0300 555 8574 or in an emergency call 999.
Alternatively you can call ChildLine on 0800 1111 or email them by visiting www.childline.org.uk
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
We have been trying really hard with our reading
on MyOn.
Below word count for each class
Year 2–14,814
Year 3–38,930
Year 4– 10,598
Year 4/5–112,800
Year 5– 61,556
Year 6– 170,385

This week’s Century stars are:
Keita, Caitlyn, Ameilia, Roman, and
Philip
Well done!

DIARY DATES
INSET Dates: Friday 27th May
Monday 2nd May—Bank Holiday so SCHOOL
CLOSED
Wednesday 4th May—2-3pm—puberty presentation for
parents of Y5/6 pupils
Monday 9th May—Thursday 12th May—Y6 SATS
week
Tuesday 17th May—Y5 INSPIRE sessions—pupils and
parents, 9.15am
Wednesday 18th May—Y5 and Y6 puberty talk
Monday 23rd May—Trust football match Y3-6 at Priory
and whole school disco after school
Tuesday 24th May—Y4 INSPIRE workshop with pupils
and parents 9.15am
Thursday 26th May—Non-uniform day—bring a prize
and break up for half-term!

CARING
This week’s Rights Respecting article is
Article 31 (leisure, play and culture): Every
child has the right to relax, play and take part
in a wide range of
cultural and artistic
activities. Watch the
video below where Sam tells you more.
Click here to watch on
Why is play important to
children? Name as many
reasons as you can think of.
Read or listen to ‘Giraffe’s Can’t Dance by
Giles Andreae. Discuss with the class times
you have been worried about trying a new
sport or activity. What helped
you to join in and have fun?
Share your ideas and discuss
how trying new things can help
us with our right to relax and
play.

HONESTY

We use house-points at Hurst Hill to
reward pupils for following our school rules and
values. This week our house point totals are:
Ruby– 106 , Diamond–145, Emerald –132
Sapphire– 231
Well done to this week’s winners– Sapphires

RESPECT
Star Pupils of the week show our school
values of honesty, positive attitude, resilience,
respect and caring.
Nursery– Mia for a positive attitude in her first week
Reception– Bleu for resilience in class
Year 1– Chelsea for a positive attitude towards learning
Year 2— Gary for a positive attitude to history
Year 3— Keita for a positive attitude towards learning
Year 4— Kai for a positive attitude towards school life
Year 4/5– Ethan-James for resilience towards maths
Year 5— Sasha for a positive attitude to school life
Year 6–Luke for resilience in class

RESILIENCE
We are running weekly class battles on Times Tables Rock
Stars. The winning classes this week are:
2RW, 4RM & 5MJ

Our skill builders award winners this week are

Seren, Alfie, Logan, Imogen, Isimsi, Christopher,
Jimmy
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This week’s recipe is:
Sausage, tomato and
butter bean bake
Send us a picture of your creation to
info@hurst-hill.dudley.sch.uk or upload to our
facebook page.
Ingredients


8 reduced-fat sausages



2 teaspoons olive oil



1 large onion, finely chopped



1 tablespoon dried sage



1 tin chopped tomatoes



2 tins butter beans in water, drained and rinsed



1 pinch of black pepper

Method
1. Preheat the grill to medium, then grill the sausages for 1 to 2 minutes, or until just sealed and lightly browned on both sides. Transfer to a plate and set aside. Switch the oven to preheat to 200C (180C
fan, gas mark 4).
2. Gently heat the olive oil in a frying pan. Add the onion and sage, and fry over a low heat for about
10 minutes. The onion should be completely softened but not coloured.
3. Turn the heat up to medium-low and add the tomatoes. Bring to a simmer, then cook for about 5
minutes, stirring now and then until the sauce is slightly reduced and thickened. Season with pepper.
4. Transfer the tomato mixture to an oven dish and stir in the butter beans. Arrange the sausages
evenly on top, and then push them down into the mixture.
5. Cook in the oven for 15 to 20 minutes, until everything is bubbling, and the sausages are cooked
through and tender. Serve straight to the table and let everyone tuck in.
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